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Welcome to The GROW & READ Early Reader Program!

The GROW & READ book program was developed under the 
supervision of reading specialists to develop kids’ reading skills 

while emphasizing the delight of storytelling. The series was 
created to help children enjoy learning to read and is perfect for 

shared reading and reading aloud.

These GROW & READ levels will help you choose
the best book for every reader.

For more information visit growandread.com.
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The moon was bright.

The stars were sparkling.

It was a beautiful night.

But Walter the wombat did not care.

Chapter 1
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Walter was sad. 

“I feel terrible!” 

           Walter said to himself. 

Walter’s head hung low.

Walter’s shoulders sagged.
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“I feel like this weeping willow tree,” 

Walter said.

Walter whimpered and Walter sniffled.

Whimper. 

Whimper. 

Sniffle. 

Sniffle. 
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“So what if I cried when I lost my whistle . . .   

And when I was feeling lonely . . .

And when I got that splinter. 
  

So I’m a little bit weepy!

What’s the big deal about that?”

Walter whimpered and
sniffled some more!

 “I wish the other wombats 
                         wouldn’t make fun of me.”
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Along came Dawn, Bismark, and Tobin.

“I think it is coming from over there,” 
Dawn said.

Dawn pointed across the meadow 
at the weeping willow tree.

      “I hear a whimper,”   
Tobin said.

“And I hear a sniffle!”
 Bismark said.
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Grow & Read Storytime Activities
For The Nocturnals Early Reader Books!

Download Free Printables:

Sight Word Games

Brigade Mask Craft and Coloring Pages!

Visit growandread.com
#NocturnalsWorld
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FUN FACTS!
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What are The Nocturnal Animals?

Red Fox: The red fox has reddish 
fur with a big, bushy tail and a 
white tip.  Red foxes are clever 
creatures with keen eyesight. They 
have large, upright ears to hear 
sounds far away. 

Pangolin: The pangolin is covered with 
keratin scales on most of its body except 

its belly and face. A pangolin sprays a 
stinky odor, much like a skunk, to ward 

off danger. It then curls into a ball to 
protect against attack. Pangolins have 

long, sticky tongues to eat ants and 
termites.  Pangolins do not have teeth. 

Sugar Glider: The sugar glider is a small 
marsupial. It looks like a flying squirrel. It 

has short gray fur, black rings around its big 
eyes, and a black stripe that runs from its 

nose to the end of its tail. Sugar gliders have 
special skin that stretches from the ankle 

to the wrist. This special skin allows sugar 
gliders to glide from tree to tree to find food 

and escape danger.

Wombat: Wombats have poor eyesight 
but make up for it with great hearing 
and a keen sense of smell. The wombat 
is a marsupial. Like many marsupial 
animals, female wombats have a pouch 
that holds their young. But a wombat’s 
pouch, unlike that of most marsupials, 
opens to the rear, which protects their 
young since wombats enjoy digging 
and being underground. They are also 
known for constructing elaborate 
tunnel systems in deep sand. 

Nighttime Fun Facts!

Nocturnal animals are animals that are awake and active at night. 
They sleep during the day.
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Tracey Hecht is a writer and entrepreneur who has written, directed 
and produced for film. She created a Nocturnals Read Aloud Writing 
Program in partnership with the New York Public Library that has 
expanded nationwide. Tracey splits her time between Oquossoc, Maine 
and New York City. 

About the Illustrator

Josie Yee is an award-winning illustrator and graphic artist specializing 
in children’s publishing. She received her BFA from Arizona State 
University and studied Illustration at the Academy of Art University 
in San Francisco. She lives in New York City with her daughter, Ana, 
and their cat, Dude.

About Fabled Films & Fabled Films Press 

Fabled Films is a publishing and entertainment company creating 
original content for young readers and middle grade audiences. Fabled 
Films Press combines strong literary properties with high quality 
production values to connect books with generations of parents and 
their children. Each property is supported by websites, educator 
guides and activities for bookstores, educators and librarians, as well 
as videos, social media content and supplemental entertainment for 
additional platforms. 
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Read All of The Grow & Read
Nocturnal Brigade Adventures!

This series can help children enjoy learning to read and is 
perfect for shared reading and reading aloud.

Visit nocturnalsworld.com to download fun nighttime activities
#NocturnalsWorld

Great For Kids Ages 5-7

Level 2

Level 1

Level 3
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