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THE HIDDEN KINGDOM
BOOK CLUB QUESTIONS
• At the beginning of
The Hidden Kingdom,
the Nocturnal Brigade hears a familiar
sound, but they aren’t
sure what it is. Explain
why they accuse Tobin
of making the sound.
How do they determine the source of the
sound?
• What is Cora’s condition when they find her? Dawn thinks
she knows where a watering hole is, but Cora doubts that she
can make the journey. Explain why Tobin ties the blue snakeskin cape around Cora.
• Dawn is the clear leader of the Nocturnal Brigade. Discuss the
animals’ loyalty to Dawn. What does such loyalty say about
her leadership skills?
• Strength may refer to one’s physical abilities, but it may also
be a character trait. How does the drought affect the physical
strength of the animals? Discuss how they call upon strength
of character to solve the mystery of the drought. Identify individual strengths of Dawn, Tobin, and Bismark.
• If you were to pick one character from the book who is the
most like you, who would it be and why? Who is the most unlike you and why? Who would you most want as your friend
and why?
• Bismark says, “My greatness has put me in danger. That’s all
there is to it.” (p. 45) He also says, “With my brilliant powers
of detection, I will solve this mystery.” (p. 51) What do these
statements say about his personality? How does he cause
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trouble for the Nocturnal Brigade as they attempt to solve the
mystery of the drought?
• Describe the tumbleweed that Dawn finds. What is the purpose of the tumbleweed as the story advances? What about the
mysterious voices, churning ground, swirling tree bark, and
disappearing water? How are these clues that something evil
is the cause of the drought?
• Discuss the false hope that the animals experience on their
quest to solve the mystery. Even Dawn is confused by the
strange events. How do the flowers give them hope again?
• How is Bismark his own worst enemy when the Brigade
comes face to face with King Kami, a chameleon? What is Tobin’s role in saving Bismark?
• Bismark says the fight between Tobin and King Kami is a
“tongue-of-war.” How does such wordplay make the plight
of the Nocturnal Brigade humorous? In what other ways do
the authors create humor?
• Discuss King Kami’s explanation for causing the drought.
What is the moral of the story? King Kami creates havoc in
the forest. How does he help the Nocturnal Brigade save the
animals in the forest?
• Think about what the Nocturnal Brigade did throughout The
Hidden Kingdom. What would you have done similarly?
What would you have done differently?
• Fear is an underlying theme in the entire Nocturnals series.
Compare and contrast the way the animals deal with fear in
The Hidden Kingdom. How does the personality of each animal explain the way each animal confronts fear?
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